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Editor-in-Chief Interview: “Ongoing Editing of Globalization” -Seigo Matsuoka, Executive Director, Editorial Engineering
Laboratory featuring Director lwao Nakatani
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This is the special version of the editor-in-chief interview. The person whom we requested for an interview is Mr. Seigo Matsuoka, an
expert on Japanese culture, an editor and writer, and the executive director of the Editorial Engineering Laboratory. Our Director of
Research, lwao Nakatani also joined in, and the interview was conducted in the style of a round-table discussion.

Mr. Matsuoka is a so-called “intellectual giant” of the modern age, working on research in various fields ranging from science to
religion and the arts, seeking to create the new direction for intelligence through “editing” them. He is also known as the “modern day
encyclopedist” and many have received his intellectual influence (including the editor-in-chief of this Journal).

Since 2004, Mr. Matsuoka has been participating in editing as a board member in the Renshi Renshukai (Board Representative:
Yoshiharu Fukuhara, Honorary Chairman of Shiseido Co., Ltd.), a social club that aims to carry on the “manners and methods of
Japanese culture”. There, he hosts “Ren Juku”, a seminar where he explores the future of Japanese culture through dialogues with
various guests, and also “Tsubakiza”, a salon for studying the quintessence of Japanese culture along with Mr. Matsuoka.

In addition, Mr. Matsuoka has also been working on an on-line book review on a website from 2000 called “Senya Sensatsu”(‘a
thousand books in a thousand nights’), which introduces his review for one book every night. Upon considerable additions and
changes in formatting, he published it in 2006 as a set of eight volumes of large-sized books. The first edition was fully sold out in
spite of the rather expensive price and became the hot topic of the year in the publishing world.

In this editor-in-chief's Interview, we asked Mr. Matsuoka, as such an “intellectual giant”, to freely discuss how globalization is
affecting Japanese society and culture and how Japan should deal with globalization, particularly in the aspect of culture.
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